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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Applicant response dated March 17, 2006 to an Office Action dated 
December 15, 2005 is entered. Claims 1-30 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-30 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. This action is made Non-Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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5. Claims 1,4-6, 9-11, 14-16, 19-21, 24-26, 29, 30 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lowrey (US Patent No. 6,611,740 B2), and 
further in view of Obuchi (US Patent No. 5,819,227). 

Regarding claims 1, 6 and 11, Lowrey teaches of wireless appliance (col. 2, II. 
55-59) storing data received from input interface (Fig. 1, item 16, col. 6, II. 10-14, OBD-II 
connector) coupling the object (Fig. 1, item 15, engine computer of vehicle being 
managed), receiving a message from the host computer (fleet and asset management 
system) over the airlink (standard wireless connection, col. 4, II. 3-6) with a schema 
specifying the type of data and frequency of data to collect data and transmit and 
transmitting the collected data over the wireless network to the host computer (col. 2, II. 
55- col. 3, II. 13, col. 4, II. 3-24). The schedule is activated and data is transmitted when 
the vehicle is in running state (col. 2, II. 5-6, col. 4, II. 46-49). 

Lowrey is silent on the state of the input interface to activate the schedule. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Obuchi teaches of a vehicle tracking and 
guidance system in which the schedule is activated with the change in the state of input 
interface i.e. the presence of a trigger (col. 5, II. 34-36) and also the current state of 
input interface from position sensor (Fig. 2, item 42, every movement causing the 
change in the current position). These changes cause the activation of a schedule (col. 
5, II. 43-45, reads the tour schedule corresponding to the current position). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Lowrey to activate the schedule with the change detected 
at the input interface as taught by Obuchi in order to present the current location 
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specific information i.e. "displays a route to the temple from the parking lot, lists a menu 
of the restaurant, a time schedule of a bus between the restaurant and a railway station" 
(Obuchi, col. 6, II. 60-62). 

Regarding claims 4, 9 and 14, Lowrey teaches of the interface coupled to 
sensor or switch representation in engine computer for retrieving the data (Fig. 1, item 
16). 

Regarding claims 5, 10 and 15, Lowrey teaches of a message with a schema 
specifying the type and frequency of data collection (col. 2, II. 18-22, col. 5, II. 10-17). 

Regarding claims 16, 21 and 26, Lowrey teaches of transmitting a message 
from the host computer (col. 2, II. 46-50) over the airlink (standard wireless connection, 
col. 4, II. 3-6) to the wireless appliance (col. 2, II. 55-59) coupled to the object (Fig. 1, 
item 15, engine computer of vehicle being managed) via an input interface (Fig. 1, item 
16, col. 6, II. 10-14, OBD-II connector), storing data received from the input interface 
(col. 6, II. 14-21, collecting, storing, formatting and transmitting at different intervals), 
with a schema specifying the type of data and frequency of data to collect data and 
transmit and transmitting the collected data over the wireless network to the host 
computer (Fig. 2, steps 24, 25, col. 2, II. 55- col. 3, II. 13, col. 4, II. 3-24). The wireless 
appliance transmits stored data over the wireless network (Fig. 2, step 24, col. 6, 18- 
21). The schedule is activated and data is transmitted when the vehicle is in running 
state (col. 2, II. 5-6, col. 4, II. 46-49). 

Lowrey is silent on the state of the input interface to activate the schedule. 
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However, in the same field of endeavor, Obuchi teaches of a vehicle tracking and 
guidance system in which the schedule is activated with the change in the state of input 
interface i.e. the presence of a trigger (col. 5, II. 34-36) and also the current state of 
input interface from position sensor (Fig. 2, item 42, every movement causing the 
change in the current position). These changes cause the activation of a schedule (col. 

5, II. 43-45, reads the tour schedule corresponding to the current position). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Lowrey to activate the schedule with the change detected 
at the input interface as taught by Obuchi in order to present the current location 
specific information i.e. "displays a route to the temple from the parking lot, lists a menu 
of the restaurant, a time schedule of a bus between the restaurant and a railway station" 
(Obuchi, col. 6, II. 60-62). 

Regarding claims 19, 24 and 29, Lowrey teaches of the interface coupled to 
sensor or switch representation in engine computer for retrieving the data (Fig. 1 , item 
16). 

Regarding claims 20, 25 and 30, Lowrey teaches of transmitting a message to 
the wireless appliance with a schema specifying the type and frequency of data 
collection (col. 7, 21-40). 

6. Claims 2, 3, 7, 8, 12, 13, 17, 18, 22, 23, 27, 28 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lowrey and Obuchi as applied to claims 1 , 6, 
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11 above, and further in view of King (US Patent Application Publication No. 
2003/0011511 A1). 

Regarding claims 2, 7 and 12, Lowrey teaches of a wireless network 
connection used for telephones or pagers for transmitting and receiving messages 
between host computer and wireless appliance (col. 4, II. 3-24). Lowrey also teaches of 
employing terrestrial GPS system (i.e. assisted GPS) to determine location of wireless 
appliance and hence the tracked object (col. 10, II. 61-66). Obuchi teaches of a current 
position sensor such as a GPS (Fig. 2, item 42; col. 3, II. 23). 

Lowrey and Obuchi do not specifically teach of sending location data request 
from wireless appliance to the host computer, receiving response data and using it to 
calculate the location of the wireless appliance within the wireless appliance. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, King teaches of mobile device 
originating a location request from the reference network server, receiving the location 
assistance data and calculating its own location (paragraphs 001 1, 0050). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Lowrey and Obuchi to include network assisted location 
computing in wireless appliance as taught by King in order to determine location of the 
wireless appliance even when clear unobstructed view of GPS satellites is not possible 
such as in big cities with tall buildings. 

Regarding claim 17, refer to rejections for claim 2 and claim 16. 

Regarding claim 22, refer to rejections for claim 7 and claim 21 . 

Regarding claim 27, refer to rejections for claim 12 and claim 26. 
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Regarding claims 3, 8, 13, 18, 23 and 28, Lowrey teaches of using global- 
positioning system to monitor the location of the vehicle (col. 10, II. 58-61). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kariya (US Patent No. 6,169,897 B1) Mobile Communications System And 
Mobile Terminal Therefore With Capabilities To Access Local Information Resources 

Little (US Patent No. 6,018,770) System And Method For Managing Packet- 
Switched Connections 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hemant Patel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8620. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Hemant Patel 
Examiner 
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